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Emilio Zamora is on page 9

Susie’s Car Lot & RV Sales
Dónde su familia y amigos hacen compras para conseguir por ejemplo: 

un Coche, un Camión, o un SUV seminuevo fiable 

un banco que puede  
restablecer su crédito 

1105 Hwy. 288B                                                 979-265-7550 Richwood, TX 77531 

tenemos el financiamiento 
del banco y el  

financiamiento interno 

Happy Hour 

2pm-6pm 
$1.99 Domestic Beer 

and 
Margaritas  

Monday thru Thursday 
Drive-Thru 

& 
Catering 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
979.864.3490 

1243 N. Velasco        Angleton, TX 77515 
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Washington, DC —Al igual que todos los estadounidenses, los latinos han sido golpeados por la peor
crisis económica desde la Gran Depresión, afectando el acceso a y la calidad de sus necesidades
más básicas, incluyendo el seguro de salud y la educación, y ha ido deteriorando el progreso de la
cimentación de un bienestar financiero: tener un empleo y ser dueño de hogar. Hoy, los líderes de la
comunidad latina de todo el país expresaron estas prioridades y buscaron soluciones durante la
conferencia de prensa que tuvo lugar en el Capitolio como parte del Día Nacional de Acción Política
2009 del Consejo Nacional de La Raza  (NCLR por sus siglas en inglés).

“L os latinos, motivados por los retos de nuestra nación y totalmente comprometidos con el futuro de
nuestro país, demostramos en las elecciones del 2008 que estamos ansiosos por trabajar con el
nuevo presidente y Congreso en el desarrollo de soluciones significativas”, dijo Janet Murguía ,
presidenta del NCLR, al presentar la agenda 2009 del NCLR: A Public Policy Briefing Book (Un
informe de políticas públicas). Este documento, que se encuentra disponible en www.nclr.org , presenta
las políticas prioritarias para la nueva administración y proporciona recomendaciones para enfrentar
los retos más grandes de nuestra nación.

Murguía  también señaló que además de la acción legislativa, el apoyo de las organizaciones
comunitarias es esencial para asegurar el bienestar de las familias latinas y a su vez responder a las necesidades de todos los
estadounidenses. Carol Ornelas, directora general de Visionary Home Builders de California, apoyó a Murguía  diciendo, “Ahora las
organizaciones comunitarias son más necesarias que nunca para mantener a las familias a flote durante este descenso económico.
La respuesta de la comunidad a la crisis de las ejecuciones hipotecarias es el mejor ejemplo de cómo las organizaciones locales
pueden ayudar a cerrar la brecha y proporcionar a las familias opciones y esperanza para un futuro mejor”.

En el Día Nacional de Acción Política 2009 del Consejo Nacional de La Raza  se reunieron más de 350 defensores latinos,
representando a 150 organizaciones comunitarias de 34 estados y del Distrito de Columbia, en una convocatoria de dos días que
incluyó conferencias informativas sobre asuntos clave de política pública y reuniones con congresistas. Conjuntamente con el Día
de Acción Política, la iniciativa Líderes del NCLR presentó este año el segundo Líderes Congreso, patrocinado por Sodexo, convocando
a cerca de 200 jóvenes de escuelas preparatorias y universidades de todo el país, con el objeto de promover el liderazgo y el
compromiso cívico a través de talleres y presentaciones desarrolladas por el NCLR, el Instituto del Caucus Hispano del Congreso
y la Asociación Hispana de Universidades. Esta participación política continua representa una gran oportunidad para un cambio
positivo.

“E stoy contento de ver la energía y compromiso de los líderes comunitarios que han venido a participar en el Día de Acción Política
2009 del NCLR”, dijo el congresista Xavier Becerra . “Es primordial que los legisladores en Washington vean la creciente participación
de los latinos en el proceso legislativo al exponer y defender los asuntos que son importantes para nosotros. Somos una población
joven y el asegurarnos de que nuestra comunidad tenga un futuro brillante con más oportunidades para lograr el éxito también
garantizará que el futuro de Estados Unidos
sea más fuerte y próspero”.

LÍDERES COMUNIT ARIOS SE UNEN EN EL CAPITOLIO AL

   DÍA DE ACCIÓN POLÍTICA  DEL NCLR PARA EXPONER

LAS PRIORIDADES DE LAS FAMILIAS LA TINAS EN

TIEMPOS DE DIFICUL TAD ECONÓMICA
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Editorial

Sea dueño de su
propio negocio

Vendemos t aquerias mobiles
Gane miles de dolares

cada semana

(713) 819-2083    (832) 496-1973
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   Someone asked me the other day, “Why are you spend-
ing your time and money publishing a bilingual newspaper
in San Marcos?” I looked at this person who was probably
20 years my junior and tried to discern if he was serious
or just ignorant. Not being able to tell one way or the other,
I decided to give him the benefit of the doubt and began to
provide him with a sincere response to his question.
  As I watched his reaction to my words, I could tell that
he wasn’t really interested in what my reasons were for
publishing a community newspaper. He was more con-
cerned with the fact that it was a paper that spoke of the
Mexican American experience.
   When he repeatedly challenged me as to why we tended
to feature so many Mexican Americans in the paper, I
realized where he was coming from. This guy didn’t like
the attention we were giving to Mexican Americans be-
cause he didn’t even like himself. He was one of those
types who had worked very hard to assimilate and accul-
turate into the larger society. I had seen this before.
  When I asked him about how Mexican Americans were
treated in the schools he attended, and how many had
gone on to become doctors and lawyers, he fell silent.
When I asked him about the economic experiences of his
own family, once again he fell silent.
   Sensing that his ego was getting bruised and that he
had run out of challenges, I decided it would be better to
end our discussion on an open note and extended him an
invitation to write a story for the newspaper about any
subject he wanted. He looked me in the eye and said he
would think about it.
   Our discussion ended and we each went our own way.
In the coming months, I predict this young man will in-
deed follow through and produce a story that is worthy of
being printed. Until then, we will have to wait and see.

  On pages 10 and 11 of this issue of La Voz de Hays
County  you will find a two page spread on The Voices
for Justice Project.  This project is designed to acknowl-
edge and honor the 200-year legacy of Latino journalism
in the United States.
   The story begins on September 7, 1808, with founding
of El Misisipi in New Orleans . It was the first newspaper
by and for Spanish-speaking people in the U.S. El Misisipi
set the stage for the thousands of publications, broad-
cast, and Internet news outlets currently serving Latinos.
Yet, the story of Latino journalism - and the countless
innovative publishing pioneers and courageous journal-
ists - is little known.

Why Publish a Community Newspaper?

The Vocies for Justice Project

    As a newspaper publisher for the
past 20 years, I must admit that I did
not know how far back Latino journal-
ism went. I was aware of Latino news-
papers that were being published by
the Mágon  brothers during the Mexi-
can Revolution and I may have known
about 19th century papers n Mexico
City , but I certainly did know that there
were publications coming out in 1808.

   Well,  The Voices for Jus-
tice project intends to make this his-
tory known through a one-year national
bicentennial campaign, a documen-
tary film, a companion book, and an
interactive website. In the coming is-
sues of La Voz de Hays County we
will bring you more details.

“SIX FLAGS OVER TEXAS ”

WRONG, THERE WERE SEVEN

The public is invited to attend the third annual reenactment of the “Tejano Declara-
tion of Independence ,” to be celebrated at two locations this year. On Saturday
April 4 th  2009 at 2 P.M. at the Mexican American Cultural Center 600 River St. in
Austin and in San Antonio on Sunday April 5 th at 2 P.M. in front of the Spanish
Governors Palace 105 Plaza de Armas.

On April 6th 1813, after a year of bloody warfare and having driven all Spaniards out
of Texas , Jose Bernardo Gutierrez de Lara Uribe , leader of the revolution de-
clared that Texas  was free from tyranny and oppression and independent of Span-
ish rule.

Maclovio Perez , a well known TV personality from San Antonio  will emcee the
events. Scheduled to speak will be scholars of Texas History. Dr Gilberto Hinojosa,
author and historian from The University of Incarnate Word  will speak in San
Antonio along with LULAC National President Rosa Rosales  and Maggie Rivas-
Rodriguez  , from “Defend the Honor,” Associate Journalism Professor from the
University of T exas at Austin  . Dr J. Frank de la T eja, the official state historian
appointed by the Governor will speak in Austin  . And as always special guest,
Robert Thonhoff  past president of the Texas State Historical Association , and
authors Joe Lopez  and Dan Arellano

Join us as we celebrate the Emerald Green Flag of “The First Texas Republic.”

The events are free and open to the public.

For more information: Dan Arellano

darellano@austin.rr.com       512-826-7569
www.tejanoroots.org

M & G T railer Ranc h, I nc.  
35 Years of Good Service  

979.265.8166  

�”RENTALS 
�OTravel Trailers 
�OMotor Homes 

mgtrailerranch@swbell.net 

777 S. Hwy 288B Clute, TX 77531  
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¿Buscando una Casa?

Buscar casa toma tiempo y bastante trabajo, pero el esfuerzo vale la pena si encuentra una casa adecuada para usted. El primer

paso es determinar el precio que puede pagar y lo que necesita de una casa. Entonces ya estará usted en una buena posición para

seguir los contactos y trabajar con MOLL Y SANTOS-PAULA  MUTINA  PROPERTIES que le pueda mostrar casas en el

mercado, presentar su oferta al vendedor, y aconsejarlo en lo referente a prestamistas de hipotecas, abogados en bienes raices,

companias de titulos, e inspectors de casas. Cuando haya localizado la casa que desea, es la hora de negociar el precio de contrato

de venta con el vendedor  y, antes de firmar el contrato de compra, contratar los servicios de un inspector de casas profesionales.

Si llega a un acuerdo con el comprador sobre el precio final de compra y los terminos del contrato (Incluyendo contigencias), el paso

siguiente es obtener financiamiento, tambien tenemos un programa del 100% definanciamiento donde puede agregar los gastos para

cerrar el contrato.

Para mas preguntas llame a:
             (979) 549-5221 or

(979) 849-2222
Molly Santos con Paula     Mutina Properties 600 E.      Cedar St. Angleton, TX

La Voz de Brazoria County

www.lavoznewsp apers.com

La Voz de Brazoria County- March, 2009

Advertise in La Voz
(979) 549-5221
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         Se Vende For Sale

Commercial Property in Clute, T exas

105 E. Main St. Clute. TEX. Commercial Property
         for sale List price $132.000

Excellent Visibility, Open store front apprx. 2000 with plent of storage, spacious
parking for customers. Ready for your business. across the street from the police
station, walking distance to elementary school. call us for more information. Paula
Mutina Properties 979-849-2222 or ask for Molly at 979-549- 5221

Angleton Northside 1001 Wimberly

A completed remodeled home in a well established neighborhood.
Walking distance to Elementary, Middle, schools.

Directions: N. Hwy. 35 left on Downing left on Wimberly. Call for an
appointment at Paula Mutina Properties 849-2222 or call Molly
Santos at 549-5221.

House for Sale Casa de Venta

$92,500

La Voz de Brazoria County- March, 2009

Hilda Solís

   Washington, DC —Describiéndola como
“la persona correcta en el momento correcto”
para los trabajadores norteamericanos,
Janet Murgía , presidenta del Consejo
Nacional de la Raza  – la organización más
grande de defensa y apoyo de los derechos
civiles de los hispanos en el país – elogió

hoy la confirmación de la representante Hilda
Solís  como Secretaria del Trabajo. Con

cifras históricas de desempleo y de
trabajadores en crisis, es crítico el
nombramiento de una líder capaz y
determinada que pueda conllevar
eficientemente las riendas del
Departamento del Trabajo.
   “L os trabajadores americanos

necesitan una líder que vele por sus
intereses en este momento histórico
donde enfrentamos retos sin
precedente”, expresó Murguía.  “Dado
el récord implacable de Solís  como
servidora pública, y su admirable
historial personal, el NCLR se une al
Presidente Obama y reafirma que

Solís es la persona correcta para
dirigir al Departamento del Trabajo.”

   “A proximadamente uno de cada diez
latinos enfrenta el desempleo, y solamente
el mes pasado, unos 300,000 hispanos
perdieron sus trabajos. El paquete de
estímulo económico aprobado por el
Congreso, es un paso audaz de encaminar
la nación hacia su recuperación económica,

pero sus efectos y consecuencias solo se
verán cuando esta legislación se
implemente a nivel comunitario”, añadió
Murguía . “Hilda Solís  ha estado a la
vanguardia de esta crisis económica,
buscando maneras innovadoras de
expandir las oportunidades de trabajo y
conoce lo que conlleva poder asegurarle a
todos los americanos la oportunidad de

obtener un empleo seguro con un salario
decente y con beneficios. El tener a una
Secretaria del Trabajo que es una defensora
incansable de los derechos de los
trabajadores será un recurso muy valioso
tanto para la administración de Obama como

para el país”, concluyó Murguía .

NCLR FELICITA A LA
REPRESENTANTE SOLÍS EN SU

CONFIRMACIÓN COMO
SECRETARIA DEL TRABAJO

   Washington, DC —Calling her “the right
person at the right time” for America’s work-
ers, Janet Murguía,  President and CEO of
the National Council of La Raza  (NCLR)—
the largest national Hispanic civil rights or-
ganization in the U.S.—praised today’s con-
firmation of Representative Hilda Solis as

Secret ary of Labor . With historic unemploy-
ment numbers and with workers in crisis,
the appoint-
ment of a
strong and
c a p a b l e
leader to
oversee the
U.S. Depart-

ment of La-
bor is critical.
   “A meri-
can workers
need a
leader who
will stand up
for them at a

time when
they face un-
precedented challenges,” said Murguía .
”Given Solis’s  compelling life story and her
record of achievement as a public servant,
NCLR agrees with President Obama that she
is the right person at the right time to lead the
Labor Department.”
   “N early one in ten Latinos is unemployed,

and last month alone almost 300,000 His-
panics lost their jobs. The economic stimu-
lus package approved by Congress is a bold
step toward putting the nation on the road to
economic recovery—but the true test will
come when this legislation is implemented
at the community level,” continued Murguía.
“Hilda Solis  has been at the forefront of find-
ing innovative ways to expand job opportuni-

ties and knows what it takes to ensure that
all Americans have the opportunity to obtain
safe jobs with decent wages and benefits.
Having a Labor Secretary who is a strong
and tireless advocate for workers will be an
asset both to the Obama administration and

to the nation,” concluded Murguía.
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Shop 24/7 at 
www.gulfcoast.net  

288 Freeway @ FM 523 • Angleton 
979.849.2351 • 888.828.7200 (Toll 

Rick is a long time Angleton 
resident and is ready to 
serve the needs of our  
community. 

Rick Reyes is our new 
Nissan Sales Manager!  

Quinceañeras, Weddings,  
Bodas, Pasteles (Cakes), Pies,  
Para todas ocaciones! 

145 Oyster Creek Dr. 
Lake Jackson, TX 77566 
979.297.9090 
Fax: 979.297.3885 
SM_Bakery@netzero.net 

Santa Margarita Bakery 

La Voz de Brazoria County- March, 2009

501 W. Mulberry, HW Y 35              Angleton, TX 77515 
(between 288 and 288B) 

“Best Menudo and Barbacoa in Town” 

979.848.2240 

OPEN 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

M-F 4:30 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. 
S-Su. 4:30 a.m.– 2:00 p.m. 

�xMexican Sweet Bread 
�xHomemade Flour Tortillas 
 

�xBreakfast Tacos 
�xTamales 

A.H.O.T.  

Served Daily 

* Lunch Plate Available 

Vinyl • Ceramic Tile 
Hardwood • Laminate Floors  
• Area Rugs Made and Bound 

FINANCING  
AVAILABLE 

Discount Prices  

265-2781  
101 Richwood Dr. @ Hwy 288 B 

Richwood 

www.palmsfuneralhome.com
2300 East Highway 35
Angleton, T exas 77515(979) 849-4343

Hisp anic
Scholarship Fund

www.hsf.net

The spirits of early museum volunteers like Catherine Munson Foster
this old building. Not a day goes by that I don’t think of a history question I would like to ask one of them.
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   My parents were living in Angleton when I was born. By 1945, my father, Jack Giesecke, was
an employee of Dow Chemical Company, so I was born in the Dow Hospital in Freeport. He was
one of the first ones to be hired by Dow in 1941, and he worked for Dow for 34 years. I entered
first grade in 1951 at the old Angleton Central Elementary School and graduated as Salutatorian
from Angleton High School in 1963. In high school, I participated in cheerleading and basketball.

    From high school, I went to the University of T exas at Austin  and graduated there in 1967
with a degree in history and geography education. I will always be grateful to Johnny Fuchs for
letting me work at City Drug in the summers when I was home from college.

    My first job was as a teacher for Jefferson County Public Schools , in a suburb of Denver ,
Colorado . I taught junior high social studies there from the fall of 1967 to the spring of 1973,
serving as Department Chairman the last 3 years. While in Denver , I met and married Stan

Murray , a Denver  native. We married in 1971 and we both quit our jobs in 1973 to travel in
Europe for seven weeks and then relocate in Angleton  after our trip. Stan  was employed by U.S.
Contractors  in Clute  and worked there for over 30 years before retiring in 2006. Stan had also
graduated from college (Abilene Christian) with a history education degree. He has enjoyed his
role as Stephen F . Austin  at the museum’s annual Austin Town historical re-enactment and
other events for the past ten years.

    In 1973, I went into partnership with my mother on a small retail arts and crafts business in
Angleton  called the Hobby House. We closed it in 1995 when I was hired to work in the library at

Brazoria County Historical Museum . I enjoyed the craft shop, where I learned a lot and made
many friends, but the museum job is where I probably should have been all along. It is hard to believe, but in an area as rich in history as Brazoria County , there was no museum
here when we moved back to Texas in 1973. I joined the local Historical Commission  about 1975 and worked with that group to save the old 1897 Courthouse and establish the
museum. I served a couple of terms on the first Board of Directors for the museum and worked part time as the museum’s Interim Curator for a few months in 1986 while the Board
was looking for a Curator to hire full time.

   Before going to work at the museum library in 1995, I attended classes on repairing china, pottery, and porcelain and I have continued in that field as a hobby. If I had it to do over, I
would choose to study artifact and archival conservation for a career in the museum field. That profession would combine my love for history and my desire to conserve and repair old

things.

   My father’s ancestors came to this area as merchants from Germany  in the 1830’s. I have been interested in history for as long as I can remember. I’m sure that some of my love
for history came from my father’s interest in it. I always loved to hear his stories of growing up in Angleton. Others my age will also remember a 7th grade history teacher here named
Mrs. Sullivan , and the Texas History Scrapbook which she required each of her students to complete. (It will not surprise those who know me well to hear that I I still have mine.) Mrs.
Sullivan started me on a path of clipping history articles and I was never able to stop! One of the major aspects of my job at the museum is to maintain and build the information and
genealogy files and to answer research queries which now come to us from all over this country and from other countries, as well.

    Those of us who grew up here in Brazoria County , grew up surrounded by such a rich history. I look at this old courthouse building, which was once destined to be a parking lot,
and am proud to have been a part of the effort to save it and create the county museum. When the County Commissioners saw the dedication of that little group of volunteers who
determined in 1978 to save the courthouse and establish a museum, they realized how worthwhile this project is. While the museum also depends upon additional funding from
grants, memberships, donations, and programs, the financial assistance given to the museum by the county has made a huge difference in the museum’s ability to survive and grow
over the past 30 years.  County residents like Faustino Kiber , Sonny Burridge, V ictor Daugherty , Addie Hudgins Follett, Frank S tevens, Adrian Moller , Joe Jamison,  and E.F. Roeller
are living still, here in this library. The spirits of early museum volunteers like Catherine Munson Foster , Dr. W.G. McAlexander , Linnie Hudgins, Pat Cruce, Miss Ruth Smith , and
many others abound in this old building. Not a day goes by that I don’t think of a history question I would like to ask one of them.

La Voz de Brazoria County- March, 2009

P.O. BOX 638                                         507 E. BRAZOS 
WEST COLUMBIA, TEXAS 77486 

Hays 

Insurance 

Agency 

JACK R. HAYS 

Highest 
Standards of 

Professional Service 
TEL: (979) 345-2271 
FAX: (979) 345-2298 
EMAIL: haysins@quik.com 

Jamie Murray  Committed
to Preserving History

825 W. PLANTATION CLUTE, TX 77531  

979-265-5629 
HELP WANTED !!! 

PHILLIPS FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 
AUTO SERVICE 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 
8:30 A.M. TO 6:30 P.M. 

The spirits of early museum volunteers like Catherine Munson Foster, Dr. W.G. McAlexander, Linnie Hudgins, Pat Cruce, Miss Ruth Smith, and many others abound in
this old building. Not a day goes by that I don’t think of a history question I would like to ask one of them.
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15th Annual Migration Celebration 
FRIDAY APRIL 17 

PROGRAM and FUNDRAISING EVENTS 
RiverPlace, Freeport, Texas 

5:30 p.m. 
Doors Open  
  Silent Auction  Bidding Opens  
  Photo Contest Exhibit Opens  
  Jr. Duck Stamp Art Contest  Winners Exhibit Opens  
  Nature Store Opens  
  Friends of Brazoria Wildlife Refuges  Booth Opens  
  Dinner Ticket Sales begin  
  Amazing Adventures  Sign-Up 
6:30 p.m. 
Dinner Serving Line Opens  
7:30 p.m. 
Dinner Serving Line Closes  
7:45 p.m. 
Silent Action Bidding Closes 
Introductory remarks...  
     About Migration Celebration  
 
     Program Introduction  
 
7:55 p.m. 

Keynote Address 
Conserving Biological Diversity in the Lone Star State 
      By Matt Wagner 
      Wildlife Diversity Program Director 
      Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 
 
8:45 p.m. 
Closing Remarks  
After Closing 
Remarks 
  Silent Auction winning bidders pick up and pay  
  Nature Store reopens  
  Amazing Adventures Sign-Up 
 

15th Annual Migration Celebration 
2009 Draft Schedule 

SATURDAY APRIL 18 
PROGRAM at 

San Bernard National Wildlife Refuge 
7:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Bird Banding Demonstration 
 
7:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
SATURDAY AMAZING ADVENTURE  
Birding by Ear  
        Starting Location: Information Booth  
        Parking is available at the Information Booth  
        Advanced registration is required  
9:00 a.m.                                                                 Main Activities Begin 
9:00 a.m. – 6:15 p.m.                                              Information Booth  
     Pick up a free Map and Schedule  
     Sign up for Marsh Buggy Tours on Wolfweed Reservoir  
     Sign up for Kayaking on Cedar Lake Creek  
     Sign up for Moccasin Pond Van Tours  
     Sign up for Amazing Adventures  
     Check out the Nature Store 
9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m    Exhibitors 
Children's Discovery Program  
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.   Van Shuttles to and from Other Venues  
9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.                                              Exhibits in the Exhibits Building  
     Photo Contest Exhibit  
     Junior Duck Stamp Competition Winners Exhibit  
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.                                            EarthQuest Birds of Prey Show 
9:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.                                              Events  
     Marsh Buggy Tours on Wolfweed Reservoir  
              Last shuttle to Wolfweed Reservoir leaves Information Booth at 4:00 p.m.  
     Moccasin Pond Van Tours  

              Last Van Tour leaves Information Booth at 4:00 p.m.  
      
Kayaking on Cedar Lake Creek  
              Last shuttle to the Kayak Dock leaves Information Booth at 3:30 
p.m.  
 
9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.                                              Events  
     Crabbing for Kids  
     San Bernard Oak Interpretative Walking Tour  
11:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.                                            Vendors  
     Food and Drinks  
     Bake Sale  
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Nature-Related Presentations  
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.    Nature-Related Presentations 
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.    Nature-Related Presentations  
4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.    EarthQuest Birds of Prey Show 
 
8:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. 
SATURDAY AMAZING ADVENTURE  
Rail Banding at Night  
        Starting Location: Information Booth  
        Parking is available at the Information Booth.  
        Advanced registration is required.   
Snake Chaps must be worn by all participants. 
  

15th Annual Migration Celebration 
SUNDAY APRIL 19 

PROGRAM at 
San Bernard National Wildlife Refuge 

7:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Bird Banding Demonstration  

SUNDAY AMAZING ADVENTURES  
Visitors participating in Amazing Adventures must arrive at the Starting 
Location at the starting time shown.   Click on Starting Location for maps 
and directions.  

Advanced Registration is required for all Amazing Adventures.    

7:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  
Neotropical Birding  
      Starting Location: Quintana Neotropical Bird Sanctuary 

      Parking is available at this location.  
      Limited to 25 participants.  
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Naturalist Tour of the Brazoria National Wildlife Refuge  
      Starting Location: Discovery Center at Brazoria National Wildlife Refuge 
      Parking is available at this location. 
      Limited to 12 participants.  
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  
Herpetology Tour  
      Location: Information Booth 
      Parking is available at the Information Booth 
      Limited to 20 participants.  
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Naturalist Walk in the Dow Woods Unit  
      Starting Location: Buc-ee's Convenience Store 
               899 Oyster Creek Dr, Lake Jackson  
      Transportation to the entrance of the unit will be by vehicle caravan.  
      Limited to 20 participants.  
      The caravan will depart at 9:00 am sharp.  
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Marsh Buggy Tour  
      Starting Location: Information Booth 
      Parking is available at the Information Booth.  
      Transportation to the Marsh Buggy Stop is provided by van shuttle. 
      Latecomers should check at the Information Booth for transportation. 
      Limited to 20 participants.  
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Kayaking at Cedar Lake Creek  
      Starting Location: Information Booth 
      Parking is available at the Information Booth. 
      Limited to 10 participants.  
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Naturalist Walk to San Bernard Oak  
      Starting Location: Information Booth 
      Parking is available at the Information Booth. 
      Limited to 10 participants.  
12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  
Naturalist Tour of the Brazoria National Wildlife Refuge  
      Starting Location: Discovery Center at Brazoria National Wildlife Refuge 
      Parking is available at this location. 
      Limited to 12 participants.  

 

12:00 p.m.                                                            MAIN ACTIVITIES BEGIN  
at San Bernard National Wildlife Refuge 
8:30 A.M. – 5:15 P.M.                                         Information Booth  
     Pick up a free Map and Schedule  
     Sign up for Moccasin Pond Van Tours 
              Last Van Tour leaves Information Booth at 4:00 p.m.  
     Check out the Nature Store 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.                                        Presentation 
      EarthQuest Birds of Prey Show 
12:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.                                        Exhibitors 
Children's Discovery Program  
12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.                                        Food and drink sales  
12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.                                        Exhibits in the Exhibits Building  
     Photo Contest Exhibit  
     Junior Duck Stamp Competition Winners Exhibit  
12:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.                                        Moccasin Pond Van Tours  
              Last Van Tour leaves Information Booth at 4:00 p.m.  
3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.                                          Presentation 

FRIDAY IS A FUNDRAISER FOR THE PUBLIC 
Saturday and Sunday– ALL EVENTS ARE FREE! 

 
Contact number– 866.403.5829 
www.migrationcelebration.com 
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Transito Connectado 
Gulf Coast Center maneja un programa de transportación  que  es conocido como Transito Connectado. Servicios de transportacion que se le ofrece 
al publico en general al costo de $1.00 por persona por viaje.  Viajes al Hospital de Veteranos del Condado Harris  son ofrecidos al costo de $3.50 
por persona por viaje. Transito Connectado  tendra servicios de respuesta de demanda en Galveston y el condadodo de Brazoria.   Servicios de Re-
spuesta de Demanda son servicios de pasajeros conpartiendo con levantar y dejar pasajeros en el borde a borde de la banqueta.  Reservaciones deben 
de ser programadas a lo menos un dia antes  de su cita, o pueden ser de cinco  (5) dias antes de su cita. Todo pasajero son sujectos a que tengamos 
lugar cuando usted haga su cita. El tiempo para levantarlos es de una hora  y media hora antes de su cita para todos los servicios en el Condado de 
Brazoria y más de una hora adelante de la cita en el Condado de Galveston. 
   
Servicios de Respuesta de Demanda son ofrecidos para el primero de dejar a las 7:00 a.m.  y el ultimo de levantar es a las 5:00 p.m. lunes a viernes.  
No tenemos servicios aprovados .     en  dias de fiestas . Durante amenazas de huracánes o  condiciones de mal tiempo, transporte de servicios son sus-
pendidos. Depende sobre 
la severidad y las condiciones  del tiempo, equipo/ facilidad daños y la abilidad de manejar el vehiculo con cuidado. Transportación de servicios  re-
sumen tan pronto que sea possible. 
 
Transito Connectado  de servicio tiene  para el publico en general  entre Galveston y el condado de Brazoria. Transito Connectado respuestas de 
demanda incluye lugares.pero no limita a facilidades medicas en la Isla de Galveston  también como el Hospital de Veteranos del Condado de Harris.  
Personas pueden tener aceso de Connecto Respuestas de Demanda de servicios para toda sus transportación locales  que nececita. El origin o  el 
lugar para cada viaje debe de ser en Galveston o en el Condado de Brazoria. Transito Connectado no tiene viajes que principian y terminan entre la  
Isla. Servicios de Transito son en la area de La Isla de Galveston. Transito Connectado  no tiene viajes que principian y terminan en el Condado de 
Harris. 
 
Transito Connectado ahora tiene  una ruta fija de servicios que se conoce como Texas City Connect que sirve a Texas City y partes de La Marque.  
Los dias y horas de servicio son de Lunes a viernes de 6:15 a.m. hasta 6:10 p:m  una corrida es $1.00 y .50 para mayores de 65 años, estudiantes y 
personas desabilitadas. 
 
Para pedir información servicio y reservaciones para Respuestas de Demanda llame al 1-800-266-2320 0 409-945-0820. Reservaciones estan abiertas 
cada semana de 8:00a.m. hast alas 5:00 p.m.  Las reservaciones nesecitan la siguiente informacion: 
  
�x Nombre 
�x Dirección  completa donde levantarla 
�x Numero de telefono 
�x Lugar completa de dirección 
�x Cita de horario 
�x Nesecita la persons sills de ruedas 
�x numero de telefono emergencia 
 
La  persona que la levante nesecita la informaciondel del que viaje para saber a que hora lo espera   

 
Un servicio de Gulf Coast Center Supported by the Mainland communities United Way 
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19th Century: Unconquered V oices in Conquered T erritories . In 1855, 17-year-old Fran-
cisco Ramírez launched Los Angeles’ El Clamor Público. Though admiring the ideals
expressed in the Declaration of Independence, the politically active editor also spoke out
against the violence against Californios by “Yanqui” adventurers coming to California dur-
ing the Gold Rush and warned of the U.S. imperialism toward Latin America.

Early 20th Century: An Immigrant Press Defends New Arrivals. Throughout their history
Latino newspapers have served a continuing influx of new arrivals to the U.S. mainland,
especially at entry points such as New York City, Tampa, Key West and along the Mexican
border.

During the 1910-1920 Mexican Revolution, Ignacio Lozano  Sr. founded La Prensa in San
Antono in 1913. In 1926 Lozano founded La Opinión in Los Angeles, which over the years
has covered issues such as the massive repatriations of Mexicans during the 1930s De-
pression, the 1940s Zoot Suit riots in Los Angeles, and the 1960s Chicano movement.
Today the third generation of the Lozano family publishes the daily as a part of the ImpreMedia
chain of Latino publications in the U.S., which also owns New York’s El Diario-La Prensa,
the oldest Spanish-language daily in the U.S., founded in 1908.

1930s-40s: Voices of a New Generation . In the late 1930s and ‘40s new Latino voices
emerged through bilingual activist newspapers connected to youth organizations and driven
by youth seeking to find or make their place in American society while maintaining their
Mexican culture.

   One of these, the Mexican Voice, was founded in 1938 by Félix J. Gutiérrez  in Monrovia,
California, as an educational and inspirational publication. Written largely by students, the
Mexican Voice reported both the accomplishments of Mexican youths and the obstacles
they faced through the late 1930s and into World War II.

   In the same era, businessman Pedro W. Guerrero  established a youth-oriented publica-
tion called Juventud, in Mesa, Arizona as part of the Division Juvenil, a recreational and
cultural youth organization he founded.

1960s-70s: An Alternative Activist Press.  The anti-Vietnam War, Equal Rights, and Third
World Liberation movements of the 1960s and early 1970s gave birth to a new breed of
alternative, activist Latino newspapers across the nation that confronted established pow-
ers and advocated radical change.

   Among the best known of these media are the United Farm Workers union’s El Malcriado,
the Young Lord’s Palante in New York, Los Angeles’ La Raza, New Mexico’s El Grito del
Norte and San Francisco’s El Tecolote. These newspapers also served as important out-
lets for Latino art, poetry, and other forms of cultural expression.

1970s to Present: Latino Media Enter the Media Revolution.  As Latino communities and
their media grew, they also became prominent participants in the media revolution of the
last two decades. To gain a piece of increased advertising dollars focused on Latino com-
munities, major media companies began producing targeted Spanish-language publica-
tions. The first of these was the Miami Herald’s Spanish-language insert El Miami Herald,
launched in 1976 and renamed El Nuevo Herald in 1987.

   Today, Latino entrepreneurs and community-based organizations across the country are
major players in the media revolution, producing community newspapers, radio programs,
websites, etc. that can offer platforms for the voices, culture and passions of local commu-
nities.

Latinos
Have a Long and Rich history of
Journalism in the United states

   It is well known that Hernán Cortez de

Monroy y Pizarro  arrived in what is now
known as Mexico  in the year 1519. It is also
well known that the Aztecs  believed that he
was an emissary of the feathered serpent  god

Quetzalcoatl or Quetzalcoalt  himself. What
is not well known is that  the Spaniards brought
also brought with them the first printing
presses to the Americas in the year 1535.
   Over 100 years before Harvard University
was founded in 1636, the printing presses in
what is now Mexico  were already at work.
Before the end of the 16th century, Fray Juan
de Zumárraga  and those who followed him,

are credited with the publication of more than
174 books.
    This is important for several reasons but
chief among them is the fact that printing in
the Americas did not begin with the arrival of
the English colonists as most children are
taught in the public schools. The other rea-
son why the arrival of the printing press is

important is because it made possible the
long history of Latino journalism and who was
telling the story of how the Americas were be-
ing developed.
  To shed more
light on the Latino
contributions to
journalism in the
Americas and the

United States, a
group called the
Voices for Jus-
tice Committee ,
which is based in
San Francisco,
California  and is
a project of
Acción Laitina  has undertaken the huge ef-

fort of producing a film, companion book and
interactive website to help teachers tell this
almost forgotten story of Latino journalism
and printing. La Voz Newsp apers  now joins
with Acción Latina  and Juan Gonzáles  and
others in bringing the project to the attention
of its readers in Texas.

   In the United States, the first Spanish news-
paper was printed in New Orleans, Louisi-
ana in the year 1808. Called El Misisipi,  this
publication was discovered by Dr. Felix
Gutierrez  in the 1970s during a research
trip. According to Dr. Gutierrez , who teaches
at the University of Southern California’s

Annenberg School for Communication , the
sole surviving copy of El Misisipi  was actu-
ally located in Wisconsin.
   Latino newspapers have been the voices
of their communities across the United
States for 200 years. Drawing from the expe-
riences of the early Mexican and Spanish

press, the presence of Spanish-language
journalism in the U.S. began in 1808 with
the publication of El Misisipí in New Orleans.
By the late 19th century, Spanish-language
newspapers had spread across the nation.

   These newspapers gave voice to early Cu-
ban and Puerto Rican exiles on the East

Coast, to Mexicans who lost their land and
country in the annexation of the northern half
of Mexico, and to the growing Latino popula-
tions, both immigrant and U.S. born. Today’s
Latino media, spanning the Internet, broad-
cast and print, are building on this legacy,
their strength and influence can be seen in
the massive national turn out for the spring
2006 Immigrant Rights marches.

   The following sections will provide a par-
tial glimpse of historical-thematic eras that

the Voices for Justice project will cover.

19th Century Beginnings: A Liberation Press
in Exile . In 1808, El Misisipí, the first Latino
newspaper in the U.S., was founded in New
Orleans. The newspaper served people from
Spain and the Americas seeking refuge from
Napoleon’s takeover of Spain. Similar news-
papers soon appeared in Louisiana, Texas,
Florida, New York and Pennsylvania. In 1824
Philadelphia’s El Habanero was one of the
first exile newspapers calling for Cuban in-
dependence. Through the 19th century po-
litical exiles such as Félix Varela and José
Martí used U.S. press freedoms to advocate
independence for their countries.
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Pre-Hisp anic . Incas, Mayas, Aztecs, Anasazi,
Pueblo and Navajo develop their own
languages and systems of reporting
information using the media of braided knots,
petroglyphs, paintings on bark, pictographs
and poetry.

1492. Spaniards arrive and learn to use the
languages of the indigenous people to
conquer, convert and enslave.

1530s. First printing press in the Americas
arrives in Mexico City from Spain, more that
100 years before the first press arrives in the
English colonies.

1541. The first printed news story in America,
the hoja volante (flying page) reports on an
earthquake that destroyed Guatemala City.
Written by Notary Public Juan Rodríguez and
edited in Mexico.

1808. El Misisipi in New Orleans is the first
U.S.-based newspaper serving Spanish-
speaking readers in the United States.

1806. La Gaceta de
Puerto Rico, Puerto
Rico’s first newspaper,
established.

1813. El Mexicano and
La Gaceta de Tejas,
devoted to Mexico’s
independence from
Spain, are established in
Texas.

1824. Cuban exile Félix
Varela founds El
Habanero in
Philadelphia as a
political, scientific and
literary newspaper
advocating Cuban
independence from
Spain.

1828. El Mensajero
Semanal and El Mercurio de Nueva York are
founded as exile newspapers in New York.

1834. Under Mexican rule, El Crepúsculo de
la Libertad is published on New Mexico’s
first printing press.

1834. Augustín Zamorano establishes a
Mexican government printing press on the
West Coast in Monterey, capital of Alta
California.

1846-1848. The United States wages war
on Mexico that ends in the annexation of the
northern half of Mexico.

1855. Francisco Ramírez
founds El Clamor Público
in Los Angeles.

1870-1890. Spanish-
Language newspapers
blossom across southwestern territories
taken by the U.S. and defend Spanish-
speaking people against racist attacks.

1892. Cuban exile José Martí founds La Patria
in New York City. The newspaper promotes
Cuban and Puerto Rican independence and
becomes the leading journal in the
propaganda war against Spain.

1904. Sara Estela Ramírez of Laredo, Texas
becomes the first Latina publisher. Her
newspaper is called Aurora.

1904. Ricardo Flores Magón founds
the U.S. edition of Regeneración in
San Antonio, Texas, to advocate the
overthrow of Mexico’s president

Porfirio Díaz.

1908-1920. Many
n e w s p a p e r s
established that
serve Mexican
exiles, among
these are the Idar family’s
La Crónica in Laredo in
1909 and Ignacio
Lozano’s La Prensa in
San Antonio in 1913.

1913. La Prensa founded
in New York City. It
continues publication
today as El Dario/La
Presna making it the
longest, continuously
running Latino
newspaper.

1 9 1 6 - 1 9 1 8 .
Administration of
Woodrow Wilson

imposes controls on Spanish-language and
other ethnic newspapers during World War
I. Ricardo Flores Magon’s Regeneración is
closed down.

1920s. Spanish-language radio begins on
brokered time purchased from radio station
owners. Pedro J. González begins
broadcasting in Los Angeles.

1926. La Opinión founded in Los Angeles by
Ignacio Lozano Sr.

1940s. Spanish-language and other foreign-
language broadcasting come under
government censorship during World War II.

1946. Raúl Cortez of San Antonio founds
the first full-time U.S.-based Spanish-
language radio station, KCOR.

1950s. Rise of full-time Spanish-language
radio stations and beginning of Spanish-
language television.

1959. Refugees from the Cuban Revolution
arrive in the United States and promptly
establish an exile press in Miami and the
New York-New Jersey area, such El Diario
de las Américas.

1961. Mexican Emilio Azcárraga Vidaurreta
begins Spanish International Network (SIN)
on a UHF station in San Antonio, Texas,
airing television programs produced in
Mexico.

1967. La Raza in Los Angeles,
Palante in New York and other
alternative publications
established across the
Southwest and the East Coast
giving voice to the Chicano and
Puerto Rican movements. The
Chicano Press Association
forms in Albuquerque.

1939. International
Broadcasting Company (IBC) founded in El
Paso, Texas, to supply Spanish-language
programming to U.S. stations.

1968. The Kerner Commission report
draws attention to racism in newsroom
hiring and coverage.

The Mexican American Youth Organization
(MAYO)  launches a a number of Chicano
community based newspapers in Texas

1960s-70s . Chicano journals, magazines
and newsletters are founded, including
Francisca Flores’ Carta Editorial.

1970. El Tecolote founded
in a San Francisco State La
Raza Studies classroom
and soon moves to the
Mission District where it
continues as a bilingual
journalism training ground.

1970. Ruben Salazar, a
news director of Spanish-
language station KMEX
and an L.A. Times
columnist, is killed by a
deputy sheriff while
covering the East LA
Chicano Moratorium anti-war
demonstration. He becomes a modern-day
martyr for Hispanic journalism.

1972. California Chicano News Media
Association founded in Los Angeles.

1975. Miami Herald launches El Miami
Herald, a Spanish-language supplement of
the newspaper. It is renamed El Nuevo Herald
in 1987.

1978. The American Society of Newspaper
Editors adopts a goal of racial parity in
newsroom employment by the year 2000 and
begins its annual newsroom survey to
monitor hiring.

1979. Galavision network launched as the
first Spanish-language cable network in the
U.S.

1982. National Hispanic Media Professionals
Conference held in San Diego, California.
National Association of Hispanic
Publications established.

1984. The National Association of Hispanic
Journalists is established and calls for more
employment opportunities, for fair treatment
and less discrimination on the job, and for a
more accurate portrayal of Hispanics by the
media.

1987. Univision, a Spanish-language
television network, launches a late-night
national newscast in Los Angeles with anchor
María Elena Salinas. Reliance Capital
launches Telemundo.

1990s. Major growth in Latino-focused
magazines, Spanish-language radio stations
and Spanish-language attached to English-
language media.

1994. UNITY ’94 Convention brings together
members of the four national journalists of
color associations in Atlanta for the largest
known gathering of journalists in U.S. history.

2003. Lozano family takes leads in forming
ImpreMedia, a network of Spanish-
language newspapers across the
U.S.

2007. 1,348 Spanish-language
newspapers and magazines
combined exist in the U.S.

2008-09. Bicentennial year of El
Misisipí.

Time Line
The Latino Press in the United S tates

For more information about
the Voices for Justice
Project, please contact Juan
Gonzáles (415) 648-1045
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Lupita’s FashionsLupita’s Fashions  
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Graduacion Graduacion   

DecoracionesDecoraciones   
InvitacionesInvitaciones   

martesmartes --sabado   11 a.m.sabado   11 a.m. –– 7 p.m. 7 p.m.   

La Voz de Brazoria County- March, 2009

$175,000 
A home ready for the holidays! View this custom red brick home built 
in 1966 with approx. 4.5 acres. A great home with a large dine-in 
kitchen with an island, 3 large bedrooms with spacious closets, formal 
dining area, beautiful original hardwood floors, private master with 
beautiful master bath. Best priced home on acreage. 

House for Sale 

For more information, call Molly Santos at Paula Mutina Properties at  
979-549-5221 or 979-849-2222 

979.265.8900

WORKING AT IT’S BEST!

Tuesday - Sunday
5:30am - 2 pm

CLOSED MONDAYS

Hispanic Scholarship Fund

www.hsf.net

Visit their website for
information about

scholarship s.
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  When we remember Cesar Chavez we must acknowledge the many men and women upon
whose shoulders he stands. For Cesar wasn’t the first to try and organize farm workers. There

were many efforts before he decided to try in 1962. What helped Cesar  bring the plight of the
farm workers to the nation’s attention was due in part to the mood of the country and the events
that were taking place at the time.
  The modern Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s set a new tone in the country for
how people thought they should be treated. The idea of African Americans having to sit in the
back of the bus was challenged and the year long boycott of the bus company in Montgomery ,
Alabama  showed once again the power of non-violence. When news cameras showed people
being hosed down by firefighters for daring to demonstrate for their rights, many Americans
were shocked and embarrassed.

   Cesar  saw these events like other Americans who watched the news. And he knew that soon
the time would come for Mexican Americans to stand up and fight for their rights. He knew that
nobody was going to give Mexican Americans or farm workers anything. If they wanted to take
their rightful place in society they too would have to challenge the system.
   One event, and some say the pivotal event that helped to Cesar Chavez  to prepare for the
long struggle for social justice was the story he heard by two lawyers from Texas who were in
California doing research. Cesar  heard them relate the story of a little girl in the South who was
waiting for a school bus. For some reason that particular morning the bus  driver refused to let

her get on the bus. It started to rain and the little girl had to walk a quite a distance to her house.
She ended up catching pneumonia and died. Cesar heard this story and like the other men in
the room, the fire of indignation began to burn. (One of those lawyers was the legendary Gus
Garcia  who is discussed on page 13 of this issue.)
   Cesar Chavez  worked for the Community Services Organization  from 1952 until 1962 and
eventually became the state director. He earned a good living and provided well for his family in
Los Angeles, California . But there was a thought in his mind that would not let him rest. The
thought of what had happened to this little girl and the thought of how other poor people were
treated on a daily basis. Toward the end of his tenure with the CSO, these thoughts would not

leave his head.
   Cesar, who had himself been a farm worker, tried to convince the board of directors of the
CSO that it should support an effort to help poor farm workers. But each time Cesar  brought up
the idea, it was shot down and criticized. Finally in 1962, at a board meeting, Cesar  brought up
the idea of helping poor farm workers and once again the board shot down the idea. And it was
here that Cesar Chavez  made the decision to resign and lead the effort of organizing farm
workers himself.
   In the 31 years that Cesar Chavez  led first the National Farm Workers Association , the
United Farm Workers Organizing Committee  and then the United Farm Workers of America

AFL-CIO, he showed the country and the world what  the power of non-violence could do to
bring justice to poor people and farm workers. He showed people through his personal ex-
ample what it means to sacrifice for other people. And while Cesar Chavez  is no longer among
us, the light of his spirit still shines bright in all those who were believers in the cause
and continue to work for social justice.

Recordando a
Cesar Chavez



En Palabras
Hay  Poder

Word Power

No one can ever argue in the
name of education, that it is bet-
ter to know less than it is to
know more. Being bilingual or
trilingual or multilingual is about
being educated in the 21st cen-
tury.  We look forward to bring-
ing our readers various word lists
in each issue of La Voz de
Brazoria County.

Nadie puede averiguar en el
nombre de la educación que es
mejor saber menos que saber
más. Siendo bilingüe or trilingüe
es parte de ser educado en el siglo
21. Esperamos traer cada mes a
nuestros lectores de La Voz de
Brazoria County una lista de
palabras en español con sus
equivalentes en inglés.
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Hunger Hambre

Food Comida , Alimineto

Knife Cuchillo

Spoon Cuchara

Fork Tenador

Plate Plato

Napkin Servilleta

Salad Ensalada

Steak Bistek ,  Filete

Bread Pan

Glass of Water Vaso de Agua

Butter Mantequilla

Soup Caldo,  Sopa

Waiter Mesero

Cook Cocinero

Rest Descansar

Sleep Dormir

Dream Sueño
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   In 1951 in the town of Edna, Texas , a field
hand named Pedro Hernández  murdered his
employer after exchanging words at a gritty
cantina. From this seemingly unremarkable
small-town murder emerged a landmark civil

rights case that would forever change the
lives and legal standing of tens of millions of
Americans. A team of unknown Mexican
American lawyers took the case, Hernandez
v. Texas , all the way to the Supreme Court,
where they successfully challenged Jim
Crow -style discrimination against Mexican
Americans.
    AMERICAN EXPERIENCE presents A

Class Apart from the award-winning
producers Carlos Sandoval  (Farmingville),
and Peter Miller  (Sacco and Vanzetti, The
Internationale). The one-hour fi lm
dramatically interweaves the story of its
central characters— activists and lawyers,
returning veterans and ordinary citizens,
murderer, and victim — within the broader
story of a civil rights movement that is still

very much alive today.
   The film begins with the little known history
of Mexican Americans in the United States. In
1848, the Mexican-American War came to
an end. For the United States, the victory
meant ownership of large swaths of Mexican
territory. The tens of thousands of residents
living on the newly annexed land were offered

American citizenship as part of the treaty to
end the war. But as time evolved it soon
became apparent that legal citizenship for
Mexican Americans was one thing, equal
treatment would be quite another.
   “L ife in the 1950s was very difficult for
Hispanics,  Wanda García , a native of Corpus
Christi , explains in the film. “We were
considered second-rate, we were not

considered intelligent. We were considered
invisible.”
    In the first 100 years after gaining U.S.
citizenship, many Mexican Americans in
Texas  lost their land to unfamiliar American
laws, or to swindlers. With the loss of their
land came a loss of status, and within just
two generations, many wealthy ranch
owners had become farm workers. After the

Civil War, increasing numbers of Southern
whites moved to south Texas,  bringing with
them the rigid, racial social code of the Deep
South, which they began to apply not just to
blacks, but to Mexican Americans as well.

  W idespread discrimination followed
Latinos from schoolhouses and restaurants
to courthouses and even to funeral parlors,
many of which refused to prepare Mexican
American bodies for burial. During World

War II,  more than 300,000 Mexican
Americans served their country expecting to
return home with the full citizenship rights
they deserved. Instead, the returning
veterans, many of them decorated war
heroes, came back to face the same
injustices they had experienced all their lives.
   Latino lawyers and activists were making
progress at state levels, but they knew that

real change could only be achieved if Mexican
Americans were recognized by the 14th
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution —
something that could only be accomplished
by bringing a case to the Supreme Court.
   In his law office in San Antonio , a well-
known attorney named Gus García  listened
to the desperate pleas of Pedro Hernández’s
mother, who traveled more than one hundred

and fifty miles to ask him to defend her son.
García  quickly realized that there was more
to this case than murder. The real concern
was not Hernández’s  guilt, but whether he
could receive a fair trial with an all-Anglo jury
deciding his fate.
   García assembled a team of courageous
attorneys who argued on behalf of

Hernández  from his first trial at the Jackson
County Courthouse  in Texas  all the way to
Washington, DC . It would be the first time a
Mexican American appeared before the
Supreme Court.
   The Hernandez  lawyers decided on a
daring but risky legal strategy, arguing that
Mexican Americans were “a class apart” and
did not neatly fit into a legal structure that

recognized only black and white Americans.
As legal skirmishes unfolded, the lawyers
emerged as brilliant, dedicated, humorous,
and at times, terribly flawed men.

   “T hey took a gamble,” says University of
California-Berkeley  professor of law Ian
Haney-López  in the film. “They knew, on the
up side, that they could win national
recognition for the equality of Mexican
Americans, but they knew, on the down side,
that if they lost, they would establish at a
national level the proposition that Mexican
Americans could be treated as second class

citizens.”

   The Hernandez case struck a chord with
Latinos across the country. When funds to try
the case ran out, the Mexican American
community donated to the cause in any way
they could, despite limited resources.“They
would come up to me and they would give
you crumpled-up dollar bills and they’d give

you coins. These were people who couldn’t
afford it, but couldn’t afford not to,” recalled
attorney Carlos Cadena , Gus García’s
partner in the case.
   On January 11, 1954, García  and Cadena
faced the nine justices of the U.S. Supreme
Court . Cadena opened the argument. “Can

Mexican Americans speak English?” one
justice asked. “Are they citizens?” asked
another. The lack of knowledge stunned Gus
García , who stood up and delivered the
argument of his life. Chief Justice Earl
Warren  allowed him to continue a full sixteen

minutes past the allotted time, a concession
a witness noted had not been afforded to
any other civil rights lawyer before García,
including the renowned NAACP attorney

T h u r g o o d
Marshall.
   On May 3,
1954, the U.S.
S u p r e m e

C o u r t
a n n o u n c e d
its ruling in
the case of

Hernandez v. Texas. Pedro Hernández
would receive a new trial — and would be
judged by a true jury of his peers. The court’s
legal reasoning: Mexican Americans, as a

group, were protected under the 14th
Amendment, in keeping with the theory that
they were indeed “a class apart.”
  “T he Hernandez v. Texas story is a powerful
reminder of one of many unknown yet hard-
fought moments in the civil rights movement,”
says AMERICAN EXPERIENCE executive
producer Mark Samels.  “It’s easy to forget
how far the country has come in just fifty

years, reshaping our democracy to include
all Americans.”

A Class Apart
Home» Decades» 1950-1959» 1953» Hernandez v. Texas  

Facts of the Case 
Pete Hernandez, an agricultural worker, was indicted for the murder of Joe Espinoza by an all-Anglo (white) grand jury in 
Jackson County, Texas. Claiming that Mexican-Americans were barred from the jury commission that selected juries, and 
from petit juries, Hernandez' attorneys tried to quash the indictment. Moreover, Hernandez tried to quash the petit jury 
panel called for service, because persons of Mexican descent were excluded from jury service in this case. A Mexican-
American had not served on a jury in Jackson County in over 25 years and thus, Hernandez claimed that Mexican ancestry 
citizens were discriminated against as a special class in Jackson County. The trial court denied the motions. Hernandez 
was found guilty of murder and sentenced by the all-Anglo jury to life in prison. In affirming, the Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals found that "Mexicans are...members of and within the classification of the white race as distinguished from 
members of the Negro Race" and rejected the petitioners' argument that they were a "special class" under the meaning of 
the Fourteenth Amendment. Further, the court pointed out that "so far as we are advised, no member of the Mexican 
nationality" challenged this classification as white or Caucasian. 

Question 
Is it a denial of the Fourteenth Amendment equal protection clause to try a defendant of a particular race or ethnicity before 
a jury where all persons of his race or ancestry have, because of that race or ethnicity, been excluded by the state? 

Conclusion 
Yes. In a unanimous opinion delivered by Chief Justice Earl Warren, the Court held that the Fourteenth Amendment 
protects those beyond the two classes of white or Negro, and extends to other racial groups in communities depending 
upon whether it can be factually established that such a group exists within a community. In reversing, the Court concluded 
that the Fourteenth Amendment "is not directed solely against discrimination due to a 'two-class theory'" but in this case 
covers those of Mexican ancestry. This was established by the fact that the distinction between whites and Mexican 
ancestry individuals was made clear at the Jackson County Courthouse itself where "there were two men's toilets, one 
unmarked, and the other marked 'Colored Men and 'Hombres Aqui' ('Men Here')," and by the fact that no Mexican ancestry 
person had served on a jury in 25 years. Mexican Americans were a "special class" entitled to equal protection under the 
Fourteenth Amendment. 
 
Abstract submitted by Professor Marc S. Rodriguez 

Decision: 9 votes for Hernandez, 0 vote(s) against  
Legal Provision: Equal Protection 

Docket: 406

Citation: 347 U.S. 475 (1954)

Petitioner: Hernandez

Respondent: Texas

Argument: Monday, January 11, 1954 

Decision: Monday, May 3, 1954

Issues: Civil Rights, Desegregation

Carlos C. Cadena (Argued the cause for the petitioner)

Gus C. Garcia (Argued the cause for the petitioner)

Horace Wimberly (Argued the cause for respondent)

Sort by Ideology 
(More information here)
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Question

Is it a denial of the Fourteenth Amendment equal protection
clause to try a defendant of a particular race or ethnicity before
a jury where all persons of his race or ancestry have, because
of that race or ethnicity, been excluded by the state?

Conclusion

Yes. In a unanimous opinion delivered by Chief Justice Earl Warren, the Court held
that the Fourteenth Amendment protects those beyond the two classes of white or
Negro, and extends to other racial groups in communities depending upon whether
it can be factually established that such a group exists within a community. In
reversing, the Court concluded that the Fourteenth Amendment “is not directed solely
against discrimination due to a ‘two-class theory’” but in this case covers those of
Mexican ancestry.  Mexican Americans were a “special class” entitled to equal
protection under the Fourteenth Amendment.

The Movie
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REST A URANT

931 Hwy 332  Lak e  J ac kson,  Te xas 77566

domingo  - jueves   10:30 am  - 9:00 pm
viernes -sábado  10:30 am  - 10:00 pm

Lunch  specials   10:30 am - 4:00  pm

Necesitamos personal para todos posiciones

(Hablamos Español)

Best Egg Rolls  in TownBest Egg Rolls  in TownBest Egg Rolls  in TownBest Egg Rolls  in TownBest Egg Rolls  in Town

With Services as low as $4190.00* 
(Price includes professional services, transportation, 20 
gauge casket ( not oversize) and memorial book. Price 
does not include limousine, fl owers, programs, obituary, 
death certificates, outer burial container and cemetery 
charges.) 
 

Cremations Staring at 1450.00* 

* Prices subject to change 

“...service is more than just a word with us.” 
 

2025 E. Mulberry (HWY 35), Angleton, TX 77515 
Office: 979.849.8800•Fax: 979.849.8802 

Website: dixonfuneralhome.com 

Advanced Planning 
payment plans available  

0-80 up to 10 years 
 

81-85 up to 5 years 
 

86-90 up to 3 years 
 
 

Child & Grandchild Rider 
Protection 

Call for more information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ezreal Garcia, 
Family Services 
832.512.3810 

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • HEALTH 
Gloria Sanchez Insurance 

“Mas Que Un Agente Tu Amiga En Seguros.” 

664 West Brazos Avenue 
West Columbia, TX 77486 

979-345-3104—Office 
979-418-1534—Cell 
979-345-6199—Fax 

   gloriasanchezinsurance@embarqmail.com 
Gloria Sanchez, LUTCF 
Agent 

Hablamos Español 

Cansado de pagar mucho por su poliza de seguro, llameme. 

Quinceañeras, Weddings,  
Bodas, Pasteles (Cakes), Pies,  
Para todas ocaciones! 

145 Oyster Creek Dr. 
Lake Jackson, TX 77566 
979.297.9090 
Fax: 979.297.3885 
SM_Bakery@netzero.net 

Santa Margarita Bakery 

979-297-0291


