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Vea adentro de este ejemplar para la
lista nueva de casas con Paula Mutina
Properties ubicada en la calle Cedar
y Anderson. Pregunta por Molly.
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Esta elección se trata de valores,
integreidad y honradez.

Soy Tom Campbell y quiero pedir
respetuosamente su voto y el

apoyo el 7 de marzo para ser su
próximo congresista.

Vote Tom Campbell
El es el mejor candidato para ganar a Tom Delay
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  As the March 7th 2006, Primaries
approach it is instructive that  we stop
and consider the different types of
“operational citizenship” that Ameri-
cans seem to practice.

First Class
Citizenship

  This type of citizenship is practiced
when individuals who are eligible to
vote do in fact go out and vote. While
this may sound simple, it appears to
be an increasing problem for the
world’s premier democracy.
  In Texas, in the last presidential
election (2004), only 56% of regis-
tered voters bothered to turn out
(7,359,621 out of 13,098,329). When
people who are citizens, go out and
register to vote and then on election
day do in fact turn out to vote, they
are what we call “first class citizens.”

Second Class
Citizenship

  Individuals who practice second
class citizenship are registered to
vote but do not bother to turn out and
vote. The voting rolls are filled with
individuals who practice operational
citizenship in this fashion.

Third Class
Citizenship

  This type of citizenship is character-
istic of individuals who are citizens but
not registered to vote. When you are
not registered to vote, you cannot vote.
And in the words of the late Willie
Velasquez, founder of the Southwest
Voter Education and Registration
Project, “Su Voto es Su Voz.” But if
you are not registered to vote, pues
como quien dice, usted no tiene voz.

Cambiando
de Temas

   It has always been interesting to me
to observe that millions of Mexicans
manage to find their way into the United
States of America every year. Most
come because of necessity. Most come
because their choices have come down
to starving to death on a ranchito some
where in Zacatecas, or taking your
chances  in a place like  Austin, Texas,
the land of sun and money. (Sometimes
more sun than money)
  While it is not a difficult choice it is
indeed a painful one. For it means leav-
ing behind loved ones. It means con-
stant worry about their safety and well
being. And it means having to let the

days pass without watching your kids
grow up. On more than one occasion
I have heard these recent arrivals com-
ment on how much we have here in
America and yet how much we don’t
appreciate it.
   On the question of voting, I had a
man tell me a few years ago, “No, si
yo tuviera la ciudanania, you saldria a
votar cada vez que me tocaba. Yo veo
que hay muchos de ustedes que no
cuidan lo que tienen aquí en este país.”
(No, if I was a citizen, I would go out
and vote every time I could. I see that
a lot of you are not taking care of what
you have in this country.)
   When I think about this man’s com-
ments, I think about all the second and
third class citizens we have here in
Texas and in other places around the
country.

Vea La Voz del Condado de Brazoria en el internet en:
www.lavozdebrazoriacounty.com


